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Woodland Survey Form 
Cambusbarron Village Nursery

Gillies Hill:
CCDT

Cambusbarron
OS: 56.1043049, -3.9699929
What3Words: grand.gossip.garden

Background Gillies Hill is a large area of woodland in Cambusbarron. It has 
recently (mid August 2019) been purchased by 
Cambusbarron Community Development Trust (CCDT) for the 
benefit of the people of Cambusbarron. There is no 
management plan as yet in place although many local people 
are involved in maintaining and improving paths, observing 
and protecting wildlife, clearing and removing overgrowth and 
litter picking. The woods are well used for recreation by dog 
walkers, horse riders, mountain bikers, rock climbers and 
orienteers. In the past the woods was home to Polmaise Castle 
(built in the mid 1800s) and the gardens and access road to 
the castle were cultivated and managed. Within the woodland 
there are Douglas fir trees, monkey puzzle trees and several 
giant redwood (sequoia) trees which are estimated at more 
than 150ft tall which were planted by the castle owners. The 
castle was destroyed in the mid 1900s and only some ruins 
remain. 
There are 3 veteran trees listed in the Woodland Trust’s 
Ancient Tree Hunt, a Scot’s Pine, a coppicing rowan and an 
English Yew. 
More information can be found in leaflets produced by 
Cambusbarron Community Council, available  http://
outlandishscotland.com/31Cambusbarron3Leaflets.pdf

Frequency of use CVN aims to access the woods 3 times weekly. Sessions will 
last approximately 3 hours. The maximum children attending a 
session will be 16 with a minimum of 3 adults attending. 
Occasional open sessions will be held when more children 
and adults will be invited to attend.

Woodland Survey

What is growing in the shrub 
and canopy layers? How old do 
you think the trees are? Do they 
look like they have been 
planted? Are there any fallen 
trees? Can you see much 
deadwood? Are there trees with 
holes in them?

There is a good variety of trees in the area, coniferous and 
broadleaf, mainly sycamore and birch with some oak and 
holly. Trees are a variety of ages, many saplings as well as well 
established trees growing to significant heights. Some non 
native species (See background above). There is significant 
lying dead wood and also fallen trees many showing signs of 
insect life.
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What is growing in the ground 
and field layers? Are there other 
plants not growing just now that 
people have seen? Is the 
ground completely, mostly, 
sparsely covered in plants? Is 
there a mix of plants or does 
one species dominate? if so 
which species?

At the edges of the site there is some grass, clover, moss, 
heather and wildflowers such as wood sorrel. Much of the 
remaining area is mud with some pine needle covering. 
Occasional herb Robert, speedwell and bluebells are seen in 
the spring. Good variety of fungi also present throughout the 
site.   
There is an abundance of rhododendron ponticum and some 
efforts are being made to clear this - some wood piles being 
established and increased.

Fauna - have you seen any 
signs of what animals live in the 
woods? Do you know if there 
are any rare or protected 
species? Have any other 
people spotted anything?

Red and some grey squirrels have been seen as well as deer. 
There have been reported sightings of foxes, badgers and 
pine marten within the woods.

Other site features? Soil, water, 
aspect, slope, clearings, paths. 
Is there any evidence of past 
woodland management?

The site is in a sheltered and reasonably secluded low lying 
area. It has a burn running through it. The burn passes under 
some tree roots and, at some point in the past, a concrete 
“tunnel” has been inserted in the roots to aid water flow. This 
now regularly becomes clogged and blocked causing water 
build up and flooding. Debris from tree branches, sticks, 
overhanging branches, fallen leaves etc often impede the 
water flow. The edges of the burn are bare mud with no 
vegetation. The area is generally boggy particularly near the 
fallen tree “workshop”. There is evidence of regular fire 
building with many burnt logs and branches left lying.  
There are several small and infrequently used paths around 
and through the site. There is one more regularly used path 
which runs along the side of the site.
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Forest school activities and site 
use planned

This site is the main site for woodland play sessions. Fires are 
built regularly, these are small and use little, if any, local wood 
(most is brought in but children sometimes collect smaller 
sticks). Fires will be properly extinguished at the end of each 
session and evidence dispersed.  
The burn is well used and, because of the lack of vegetation, 
the banks can become very muddy and slippery.  
There is an abundance of rhododendron ponticum and 
attempts will be made to manage this when time permits (and 
children are keen).  
Rope swings and walkways will be built between suitable 
trees. 
Digging is a popular activity however children will be 
reminded to be respectful of the environment and consider the 
impact of their actions on flora and fauna as well as other 
users. There are significant patches of bare mud for digging 
and playing which should minimise impact. 
A portable toilet and toilet tent will be brought in and waste 
removed after each session.  
Food waste will be removed after each session. 
Litter etc will be removed after each session.
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